
The Active Transportation Program (ATP) was 
enacted in September 2013 via Senate Bill 99.  
The ATP is a new program for bicycling and 
walking projects funded in the 2013-14 State 
Budget at $130 million per year.

Source of funds
The sources of ATP funds are the State High-
way Account and the Federal Trust Fund.  
The federal funds consolidated in the ATP 
include 100 percent of Transportation Alter-
natives ($67 million), 30 percent of Recre-
ational Trails ($1.6 million), and $21 million 
of Highway Safety Improvement Program or 
other federal funds.

The State Highway Account funds consoli-
date those formerly allocated to Safe Routes 
to School (SR2S, $24 million), the Bicycle 
Transportation Account (BTA, $7.2 million), 
and 30 percent ($3 million) of Environmen-
tal Enhancement and Mitigation Program 
(EEMP) funds. SR2S and BTA will no longer 
be stand-alone programs.  

California will continue to administer a Rec 
Trails Program with the remaining 70 percent 
of federal funds at $3.4 million per year. The 
state will also maintain an Environmental En-
hancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) 
funded at $7 million per year through the 
Natural Resources Agency.

Distribution of funds
Annual funds for the ATP will total approxi-
mately $130 million (for fiscal year 13-14), 
distributed as follows:

•	 50 percent to projects statewide, competi-
tively awarded by the California Transpor-
tation Commission (CTC).

•	 40 percent to Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs) with popula-
tions greater than 200,000 in proportion 
to their population share. MPOs must 
establish a competitive process to select 
projects.1

•	 10 percent to urban and rural regions 
with populations of 200,000 or less, com-
petitively awarded by the CTC.

Budget clean-up bill AB-101 requires that 
a minimum of $24 million of Active Trans-
portation Program funds be awarded to Safe 
Routes to School projects within the state-
wide competitive process. Of that $24 mil-
lion, $7.2 million must fund non-infrastruc-
ture grants and a state technical assistance 
resource center for Safe Routes to School.  
The Legislature intends to extend this Safe 
Routes to School set-aside provision for the 
first three years of the ATP.

1 Special provisions require the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) to consult with the 
six county transportation commissions in establishment 
of competitive selection criteria for the portion of funds 
allocated to SCAG, and to prioritize projects consistent 
with local and regional adopted plans for those counties.

ATP Goals

1. Increase the proportion of trips 

accomplished by bicycling and 

walking.

2. Increase the safety and mobil-

ity of nonmotorized users.

3. Advance the active transporta-

tion efforts of regional agencies 

to achieve greenhouse gas reduc-

tion goals as established by SB 

375 and SB 391.

4. Enhance public health, includ-

ing reduction of childhood obesity 

through the use of programs 

including, but not limited to, proj-

ects eligible for Safe Routes to 

School Program funding.

5. Ensure that disadvantaged 

communities equally share in the 

benefits of the program.

6. Provide a broad spectrum of 

projects to benefit many types of 

active transportation users.
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Guidelines and Selection Criteria 
Development
The California Transportation Commission 
(CTC) will develop guidelines and selec-
tion criteria for the Active Transportation 
Program. The California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) will administer the 
program after the CTC selects projects. The 
CTC may adopt separate guidelines for the 
state and regional shares of the ATP in order 
to provide MPOs sufficient discretion. The 
guidelines may include incentives for attract-
ing funds other than program funds.

The CTC must form and consult with an 
Active Transportation Program Workgroup 
including state and local agencies, MPOs and 
non-profits on the guidelines and project 
selection process.  

The CTC must adopt initial guidelines by the 
end of March 2014, and submit the final set 
of guidelines to the Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee 45 days prior to adoption. The 
CTC will adopt an initial two-year program of 
projects and a four-year program of projects 
every other year, in consultation with the Ac-
tive Transportation Program Workgroup. The 
CTC could instead elect to adopt programs 
annually.  

Following the first project cycle, the CTC 
must provide a summary of the project 
awards including project types, geographic 
breakdown, and disadvantaged community 
allocation in either its 2014 Annual Report 
to the Legislature or on the CTC website.  In 
2015 the CTC must report to the Legislature 
on the progress and effectiveness of the ATP.

25 Percent Minimum to  
Disadvantaged Communities
Twenty-five percent of the state share and 
of each regional share of ATP funds must 
clearly demonstrate a benefit to disadvan-
taged communities.  The CTC will establish 
the definition for disadvantaged communities 

through the guidelines process using existing 
state metrics such as the CalEnviroscreen tool 
and the definition for lower-income schools 
used in the Safe Routes to School Program, or 
through another appropriate metric.

Project Selection Criteria
Including but not limited to the following:

•	 Demonstrated needs of the applicant.

•	 Potential for reducing pedestrian and 
bicyclist injuries and fatalities.

•	 Potential for encouraging increased walk-
ing and bicycling.

•	 Identification of safety hazards for pedes-
trians and bicyclists.

•	 Identification of walking and bicycling 
routes to and from schools, transit facili-
ties, and community centers.

•	 Identification of the local public participa-
tion process that resulted in the project 
proposal, i.e. public meetings and stake-
holder consultation.

•	 Benefit to disadvantaged communities. 

•	 Cost-effectiveness.

•	 The adoption of a bicycle transportation 
plan, a pedestrian plan, a Safe Routes to 
School plan, or an overall active transpor-
tation plan.

•	 Use of California Conservation Corps or 
qualified community conservation corps 
as partners to undertake or construct 
projects.

•	 Other factors, such as potential for 
reducing congestion and greenhouse gas 
emissions, improving air quality, and 
improving connectivity and mobility of 
nonmotorized users.

Project Eligibilities
Including but not limited to:

•	 Development of or improvement to 
bikeways and walkways, for mobil-
ity, access, or safety for nonmotor-
ized users.

•	 Secure bicycle parking at employ-
ment centers, park and ride lots, 
rail and transit stations, and ferry 
docks and landings.

•	 Bicycle-carrying facilities on public 
transit, including rail and ferries.

•	 Installation of traffic control 
devices to improve the safety of 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

•	 Elimination of hazardous condi-
tions on existing bikeways and 
walkways.

•	 Maintenance of bikeways and 
walkways.

•	 Recreational trails and trailheads, 
park projects that facilitate trail 
linkages or connectivity to nonmo-
torized corridors, and conversion 
of abandoned railroad corridors to 
trails.

•	 Safe Routes to School projects 
(Section 1404 of Public Law 109-
59).

•	 Safe routes to transit projects, that 
improve biking and walking routes 
to transit facilities and school bus 
stops.

•	 Educational programs to increase 
biking and walking, and other 
noninfrastructure investments that 
increase active transportation.


