
April 22, 2011 
 
Caltrans Director Cindy McKim: 
 
The Safe Routes to School National Partnership, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy and 
California Bicycle Coalition are writing regarding the mandate from Congress for state 
departments of transportation to rescind a national total of $2.5 billion in transportation 
funding, due to the recent FY11 federal budget deal. 
 
We urge Caltrans to make your rescissions proportionate among transportation 
programs and avoid rescinding a disproportionate share of Transportation 
Enhancements (TE) funding, which is the primary source of funding in the state of 
California for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and safety projects.  All funding 
programs should receive equal treatment when making rescission decisions.  
 
Last year, Caltrans rescinded $88M from transportation enhancements, a total of 43% 
of the $205M in funding that Caltrans rescinded to the federal government.  Considering 
that TE represents only 2.2% of federal transportation funding provided to the state of 
California, this decision was shocking and disappointingly disproportionate. 
Transportation programs favorable to bicycle and pedestrian projects should not be 
targeted more than others in rescissions. 
 
Having funding to build safe sidewalks, trails, bike lanes and street crossings is 
essential to the state of California’s goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
improving public health.  Walking and bicycling comprise more than 12% of trips in 
California, and represent more than 20% of traffic fatalities.   
 
It is critical that the state of California ensure that rescissions are proportionate and do 
not unfairly target programs that improve bicycle and pedestrian safety and mobility.  
Please don't let the disproportionate cutting of future-oriented, healthy transportation 
programs mar your otherwise outstanding legacy of service at Caltrans. 
 
Please let us know your plans for rescissions; we sincerely hope that California’s 
rescissions will be proportionate.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deb Hubsmith, Chair, California Safe Routes to School State Network, Fairfax, CA 
Laura Cohen, Director, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Western Office, San Francisco, CA 
Dave Snyder, Relaunch Director, California Bicycle Coalition, San Francisco, CA 
 



Cc:  
Governor Jerry Brown, fax: (916) 558-3160 
Senator Mark Leno, Senate Budget Chair, Brian.Annis@sen.ca.gov 
Senator Mark Desaulnier, Senate Transportation and Housing Chair, 
Jennifer.Gress@SEN.CA.GOV  
Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield, Assembly Budget Chair, Kealii.Bright@asm.ca.gov 
Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal, Assembly Transportation Chair, 
Assemblymember.Lowenthal@assembly.ca.gov  
Dario Frommer, Chair, California Transportation Commission, 
California.transportation.commission@dot.ca.gov  
Carl Guardino, California Transportation Commissioner, 
California.transportation.commission@dot.ca.gov  
 
 
 
 
 


