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April 26, 2012 
 
Mr. Steve Heminger, Executive Director sheminger@mtc.ca.gov  
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
101 Eighth Street  
Oakland, CA 94607 
 
Re:  One Bay Area Grant Revisions  
 
Dear Director Heminger: 
 
The Safe Routes to School National Partnership (SRTSNP) and the Bay Area Bicycle Coalition 
(BABC) offer the following comments on the revised One Bay Area Grant (OBAG) proposal 
update, dated April 4, 2012. We support several of the changes that were outlined in this 
document, particularly the full restoration of regional Safe Routes to School funding, and the 
requirement that cities and counties adopt complete streets ordinances by October 2012. We 
value the time MTC staff spent emailing and meeting with us over the past few months on these 
topics, and we encourage the Planning Committee to adopt these provisions at its May 11 
meeting. Below please find additional details on our position and how this ties into MTC’s Plan 
Bay Area goals. 
 
Safe Routes to School 
 
We greatly appreciate that the April OBAG proposal update restores $20M in dedicated funding 
for Safe Routes to School for a four-year period. Safe Routes to School is improving mobility 
and traffic safety, and through increasing physical activity the program is benefitting the health 
and educational achievement of children and parents across the Bay Area. There was 
tremendous support for Safe Routes to School at the January 13 Planning Committee hearing, 
from parents, non-profit organizations, health officials, University staff and MTC Commissioners. 
We believe this is a significant step in moving MTC forward on its commitment to Safe Routes to 
School and the next generation.  
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We look forward to working with you in coming months and years to ensure these funds are 
obligated effectively and the Bay Area continues to be a model of success for Safe Routes to 
School programs, which will help reduce short car trips, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
improve safety.  
 
Complete Streets 
 
We support the recommendation of including requirements for Complete Streets policies as a 
condition for cities and counties to receive OBAG funding. This proposal is a reasonable 
compromise which incorporates feedback from local jurisdictions which indicated that 
compliance with the Complete Streets Act of 2008 and the requisite general plan amendments 
may take more time than this OBAG grant cycle permits. MTC should be commended for 
adopting this creative compromise that will give local jurisdictions more time to comply with the 
Complete Streets Act of 2008 while honoring the obligation of ensuring that streets are 
accessible to all users. A binding ordinance is a reasonable fallback when a city or county 
determines a general plan update will take too much time to comply with this round of OBAG 
funding.  It is critical that ordinances be adopted in 2012 so that complete streets practices will 
affect the planning and design of all OBAG-funded projects.   
 
We will continue to work with you and your staff on this issue. We must ensure that appropriate 
guidance is given to cities and counties to pass strong and enforceable ordinances that meets 
minimum criteria and contains all essential elements, and that CMA’s provide appropriate 
oversight to this process. Complete Streets is a particularly important policy due to the 
elimination of the Regional Bike Program from this Regional Transportation Plan. Complete 
Streets will be critical for developing a network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities, which will 
improve safety and also address some equity concerns.   
 
Other Issues 
 
Priority Development Areas:  Need to Define Proximate Access 
 
We continue to have concerns that the definition of PDA proximate access projects, which will 
be eligible for funding, is too broad, and that roadways which are far away from PDAs will be 
funded at the expense of bicycle and pedestrian projects, while also potentially increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions. As we brought up in prior comments, we believe this goes beyond 
MTC’s original intention of ensuring that transportation funding is directly linked to housing 
opportunities, as a strategy to comply with SB375.  
 
These concerns have not been fully addressed in the April revised report. However, we 
appreciate that MTC will now require CMA’s to have a public process to shine light on, and 
justify, any projects outside a PDA. This is a substantial improvement. We also appreciate that 
MTC will track these projects and evaluate their effectiveness for future OBAG grant cycles.  
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Data Collection and Modeling 
 
Though not addressed directly in the OBAG proposal guidelines, we would like to reiterate our 
requests about data modeling and collection:  
 
Quantifying Active Transportation Benefits  

1) We urge MTC to conduct an assessment after projects have been awarded by the 
counties to see what actually was selected and funded. This is important for seeing if the 
relaxed guidelines are actually funding projects, which help us to meet the RTP goals. 
We urge MTC to require that counties quantify the amount of OBAG funding going to 
dedicated bicycle, pedestrian and Safe Routes to School projects. We recommend that 
MTC provide a form and require counties to tally what projects at what cost fall into MTC 
categories including: Local Streets and Roads, TCL, Regional Bike Network and Safe 
Routes to School.  

2) We ask that MTC work with us to develop a format for this quantification process which 
includes a verification of the amount of dedicated funding provided for stand-alone 
bicycle/pedestrian projects, and the miles of facilities created through the new Complete 
Streets requirement. 

 
Data Collection and Modeling Plans and Funding 

1) We urge MTC to prioritize and dedicate funding to accelerate the implementation of the 
San Francisco County Transportation Authority’s bicycle route choice model into the 
MTC travel model. This would allow for the direct quantification of the benefits of bicycle-
focused infrastructure.  

2) We urge MTC to fund quarterly on-street data collection of bicycle and pedestrian travel, 
and to conduct annual user-intercept surveys, to learn more about the types of trips 
people are making, and the trends for usage.   

3) As new technology for bicycle/pedestrian counts are deployed, we urge MTC to utilize 
and test the systems, so that the Bay Area remains state-of-the-art. 

 
Results of Current RFP Work on Modeling 
As mentioned in our prior comment letter, we are pleased to see that bicycle and pedestrian 
modes were mentioned in the fall 2011 RFP that MTC released for modeling. We are reiterating 
that we would like the results of that modeling contract to include: 

1) Methods for estimating projections in the growth of bicycle/pedestrian use for 
bicycle/pedestrian projects including mode-share, latent demand, and the cumulative 
impact of short trips; 

2) Synergies for bicycle/pedestrian connections to transit, and how these modes inter-
relate for co-benefits; 

3) Methods for calculating mode-share, air quality benefits and physical activity benefits 
from bicycle/pedestrian projects including projections for when facilities and networks 
are constructed;  

4) Opportunities for a cost-benefit analysis as a result of these calculations; 
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5) A user-friendly system, which can easily be incorporated into county data modeling 
systems so that all counties can benefit from the bicycle/pedestrian modeling methods. 

 
We hope to work with MTC to lead the country in creating bicycle/pedestrian data collection and 
activity based modeling systems, continuing its trend as a national model for MPOs. Please let 
us know who from your staff is taking the lead on these data and evaluation priorities; we would 
like to schedule a meeting. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

We support and value MTC’s emphasis on multi-modal transportation systems that will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and serve other goals including public safety, mobility and equity.  
We thank you for your long-standing commitment to Safe Routes to School, bicycle and 
pedestrian transportation, and look forward to working with MTC on these issues in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
Deb Hubsmith, Director     Andrew Casteel, Board Chair 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership   Bay Area Bicycle Coalition  
deb@saferoutespartnership.org    casteel@gmail.com   
 
       
Cc:  Adrienne Tissier, Chair, MTC, atissier@co.sanmateo.ca.us  
 James Spering, Chair, Planning Committee, jimzspering@sbcglobal.net  
 Steve Kinsey, MTC Commissioner, skinsey@co.marin.ca.us  

Ann Flemer, Deputy Executive Director, Policy, aflemer@mtc.ca.gov  
 Alix Bockelman, Director, Programming and Allocations, abockelman@mtc.ca.gov  
 Doug Kimsey, Director, Planning, dkimsey@mtc.ca.gov  
 Craig Goldblatt, Transportation Analyst, cgoldblatt@mtc.ca.gov  

Sean Co, Transportation Planner, sco@mtc.ca.gov 
 David Ory, Principal Transportation Planner/Analyst, dory@mtc.ca.gov  


