
 

What is the Transportation Improvement Program or TIP? 
 
The TIP describes the transportation investment priorities of the MPO. It 
lists all regionally-significant surface transportation projects for which 
federal and state funds or actions by federal agencies are anticipated. The 
TIP is designed to implement the programs and policies approved in the 
Regional Transportation Plan.  Projects must be in TIP in order to get federal 
funding. The TIP is multimodal: it lists highway, local roadway, bridge, public 
transit, bicycle, pedestrian and freight-related projects. 
 

The TIP is a four year plan, updated every two years.  
The TIP identifies specific transportation projects that are likely to begin 
over a four-year timeframe. MPOs are required to update the TIP every 
other year.  All MPOs adopt their new TIP at the same time: in December of 
even-numbered years.   The TIP can also be amended.  Major amendments 
can happen up to four times per year.   
 

Projects in the TIP are likely to get funded and built sooner. 
The TIP identifies a future commitment of funding and signifies “regional 
consensus that a project move ahead to implementation.” It does NOT, 
however, represent an allocation of funds, an obligation to fund, or a grant 
of funds. This may only after project review by relevant state and federal 
agencies.  
 
The TIP lists specific projects and the anticipated schedule and cost for each 
phase of a project. Any project phase included in the TIP means 
implementation of that phase is expected to begin during the four-year 
timeframe of the TIP. The list of projects in the TIP must be able to be 
funded within the amount of funds that are reasonably expected to be 
available over the four-year timeframe of the TIP. In order to add projects to  
the TIP, sufficient revenues must be available, other projects must be 
deferred, or new revenues must be identified.  

 

Who proposed projects for inclusion in the TIP? 
Some of the major sources for projects are the county congestion 
management programs, countywide transportation plans, transit operator 
short-range transit plans, and the state highway planning process conducted 
by Caltrans. These efforts are then merged with the planning efforts of the 
Regional Transportation Plan. Project sponsors are responsible for initiating 
requests for RTIP programming, applying for the programmed funds, and 
carrying their projects to completion. These include public transit operators, 
Caltrans, the MPO, local air districts, local counties and cities. Only projects 
consistent with the RTP can be included in the RTIP as required by federal 
law. By federal requirement, MPOs publish at the end of each calendar year 
an annual listing of obligated projects, which is a record of project delivery 
for the previous year. 
 

How do projects get selected? 
In most regions, the MPO will issue a call for projects, evaluate all the 
applications from project sponsors, and select which to include in the TIP.  
In Southern California, each of the five County Transportation Commissions 
make their own project lists, and those are assembled by SCAG.  MPOs (or in 
SCAG, the CTCs) must evaluate whether projects are consistent with the 
adopted RTP/SCS.  Some develop project selection criteria to guide their 
selection process.  
 

What are the opportunities for public participation? 
MPOs are required to hold at least one public hearing on the draft TIP.  
These usually happen in June – August of even-numbered years.   
 
TIP investments must also be consistent with federal Title VI requirements. 
Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, income, and 
national origin in programs and activities receiving federal financial 
assistance.  A 2009 Title VI challenge by Public Advocates, Urban Habitat, 
and TransForm against MTC has served as a recent reminder to California 
MPOs about their legal obligation to comply with Title VI.
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