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The new federal Surface Transportation Act, known as “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century” 

or MAP-21 was signed in to law on July 6, 2012. Prior to this overhaul of federal surface transportation 

laws, the last major changes at the federal level occurred with the Intermodal Surface Transportation 

Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA, pronounced Ice-Tea), more than 20 years ago. Given the major changes 

inherent in MAP-21, a measured approach to implementation is in order. A measured approach will also 

allow time to receive additional guidance from the Federal Department of Transportation. The bullets 

below detail the highlights of the Administration’s proposal for MAP-21. 

• Funding levels remain the same as Federal Fiscal Year 2012 at $3.5 billion.  

• The Administration’s proposal focuses on maintaining a status quo funding level for overall funding 

– ensuring that the State and Local Agencies each receive a total share of funding consistent with 

total funding received under prior federal acts.  

• One cannot view each program in isolation because of the dramatic restructuring of programs and 

funding included in MAP-21. Many programs were eliminated or combined, and new programs 

were created. The significant changes to programs and program eligibility add to the challenge of 

creating a funding plan that maintains current total funding levels. 

• The proposal retains the existing funding splits between the State and the Locals/Regions -

approximately $2.2 Billion State (62%), approximately $1.3 billion for Locals/Regions (38%). 

Changes in this split in the next two years could result in projects that are almost ready to go to 

construction being removed from the program due to lack of funding.  

• Allows for a transitional period recognizing that the regions and the State already have projects 

programmed against these funds under existing rules:  

o Continues the current level of RSTP funding.  

o Continues the current level of SHOPP program. 

o Continues the current level of Bridge funding for both state and local bridges. The program 

would continue to be administered by the state.  

o Continues the flow of CMAQ and MP apportionments to regions using existing formulas.  

o Divides the HSIP program as required in MAP-21 after setting aside funds for SRTS.  

o Continues the Safe Routes to School program which would remain administered by the state.  

o Transportation Alternatives Program funding would continue under the STIP formula after 

setting aside $5 million for Recreational Trails.  

• Legislative changes are not necessary to allow apportionment of funds within California, provided 

that the state pursues a “status quo” approach discussed above. 

• MAP-21 includes and inflation increased to apportionments for FFY 2014. Increases will be applied 

to programs and all splits.  

• Working groups are being established to discuss potential program changes that will take into 

account federal guidance and performance measurements for MAP-21. The intention is to have a 

first draft of proposed legislation in early 2013. There will need to be a transition period to 

implement any program changes. 


