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Who are we?   
 
The California Safe Routes to School Technical Assistance Resource Center (TARC) assists local communities 
throughout California in creating successful, sustainable SRTS programs by providing trainings, technical 
assistance, and resources to implement effective SRTS strategies.  TARC is a program of California Active 
Communities, a joint Unit of the University of California, San Francisco and the California Department of Public 
Health.  TARC is supported by a Federal SRTS Non-Infrastructure (NI) award through the California Department of 
Transportation. 
 
Recent Activities 
 

1. Technical Assistance:  TARC staff continued to provide technical assistance on SRTS-related questions, 
including helping Cycle 3 Award recipients get started with their projects and obligate their funding.   

2. New Resources:  TARC released new resources this month that are available to download on our website. 

a. Walk to School Day Press Kit for Local Programs – includes customizable and California-specific 
talking points, OpEd template, press release template, and sample Facebook and Twitter posts.  
All documents include embedded links to locate local data to help make the case for SRTS in your 
community. 

b. New Walk, Bike and Roll Poster – customizable and evergreen, this colorful and fun poster is sure 
to draw attention for your Walk to School Month activities! 

c. Walk to School Resource Page – visit TARC’s Walk to School 2012 page that provides resources 
for planning and orchestrating a Walk to School event – including links to customizable posters, 
punch cards, multilingual parent flyers and other materials.   

3. Webinars: 

a. Recording and sample tools now available from TARC’s August 22nd webinar, Tips and Tools for 
Getting Great Results from your Student and Parent Surveys, featuring Transform’s SRTS 
Director, Nora Cody.   

b. PowerPoint Slides are now available from the August 30th webinar, Great Ideas for a Great Walk 
to School Day, with Kara Sergile of KWS Consulting and Leah Stender of WalkSanDiego. 

4. Training (upcoming): 

a. TARC is conducting a SRTS Workshop on October 10, 2012 to all school district superintendents in 
Tulare County.  Superintendents will be presented with (1) information linking SRTS efforts to 
health and academic readiness, (2) successful SRTS NI project models from across California, (3) 
specifics on state and federal SRTS funding opportunities, and (4) sample policies that can support 
increased safe walking and bicycling to and from school.   

 

http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/
http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/whats-happening-in-california/2012-walk-to-school-day/
http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/get-assistance/tools/
http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/whats-happening-in-california/2012-walk-to-school-day/
http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/get-assistance/webinars/
http://www.casaferoutestoschool.org/get-assistance/webinars/
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Resources in Development 
 

1. Principal Communications Toolkit:  TARC partnered with the California Association of School 
Administrators to survey California school principals to determine key barriers and motivators to support 
walking and bicycling to school among their students.  Results are being used to develop materials to 
assist local programs in communicating with and gaining support of school administration and will be 
available Fall 2012.   

2. SRTS Resource Toolkit for Rural Areas:  TARC, in partnership with the Redwood Community Action 
Agency and California Walks, is developing content for a SRTS Resource Toolkit for Rural Areas.  This web-
based toolkit will include a guide and collateral resources that California's rural communities and small 
towns can use to develop and implement successful SRTS programs with an appreciation and 
understanding of nuances and constraints that may be present in rural areas.  It will also include resources 
to facilitate effective collaboration between grassroots community groups and local leaders to encourage 
SRTS projects in underserved rural areas.  The toolkit should be completed by the end of 2012.   

3. California School Adult Crossing Guard Training Guidelines and Curriculum:  TARC is developing a 
standardized school adult crossing guard training curriculum to provide guidance and promote 
consistency in the operation of local school crossing guard programs.  This project is being developed with 
guidance from a statewide panel of experts including state and local education, health, transportation, 
advocacy groups, and law enforcement.  

4. California Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Curriculum:  TARC is working with the California Department of 
Education’s (CDE) California Healthy Kids Resource Center (HKRC) to develop a youth-focused in-
classroom bicycle and pedestrian safety curriculum.  The goal of this project is to develop a tailored series 
of lesson plans using CDE’s Core Content Standards to build awareness and motivate 4th and 5th grade 
students to walk and bike safely.  This project is being developed with guidance from a statewide panel of 
experts including bicycle and pedestrian safety specialists, local SRTS program coordinators, teachers, and 
education experts.   

5. SRTS Needs Assessment in Low-Income, Underserved, and Tribal Areas:  TARC is working with 
Harder+Company Community Research to explore the unique challenges and opportunities for SRTS NI 
programs in California’s diverse low-income underserved communities.  This needs assessment should be 
completed in mid-2013. 

6. SRTS NI Evaluation Project:  TARC has recently begun working with a team of Evaluation Consultants as 
well as a statewide Evaluation Advisory Committee to conduct an evaluation of 10 federally-funded SRTS 
NI projects across California.  The consultant team for this project is headed by the UC Berkeley Safe 
Transportation Research and Education Center, in collaboration with Tracy McMillan (PPH Partners), 
Marlon Boarnet (UC Irvine) and Sherry Ryan (Chen Ryan Associates).  This purpose of this project is to 
describe the CA SRTS NI program’s impact on mode shift and perceptions of walking and bicycling safety 
at selected sites.  The project will be completed in May 2014.  For more information on this project, 
please contact Victoria Custodio at victoria.custodio@cdph.ca.gov. 

 

mailto:victoria.custodio@cdph.ca.gov

