
2013 Campaign: Protecting Safe Routes to School and Increasing Investment 

Opportunities in Active Transportation in California 
 

The latest updates from the state level on active transportation decisions 

 In mid-November, the Business, Transportation, and Housing Agency (BTH) proposed combining five programs 
related to active transportation (currently $135M) into a consolidated Active Transportation Account (ATA) in 
order to streamline programming for small accounts: 

1. Safe Routes to School (Federal SRTS) 
2. Safe Routes to School (State SR2S) 
3. Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) 
4. Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
5. Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) 

 On December 3, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership along with 10 other active transportation, 
health, and equity organizations sent a letter to BTH outlining recommendations for the Active Transportation 
Account (ATA).  The stakeholder coalition has met with BTH twice over the last several weeks to discuss the 
intent for the ATA and recommendations from the December 3 letter.  BTH has pledged their interest in using 
the ATA as a venue for additional revenue for bicycle and pedestrian programs, including Cap and Trade funds. 

 Caltrans continues to work on MAP-21 implementation through stakeholder work groups, but the December 
meeting of the Safe Routes to School working group was canceled.  Many issues related to Safe Routes to 
School, including the source of SRTS funds, remain unresolved after the first work group meeting – however the 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) has been recommended.  The overall MAP-21 working group is 
wrapping up their meetings without definitive agreement, so many decisions will have to be made through 
legislation. 

 Legislative staff are working on a bill for MAP-21 implementation and released their proposal in November 
including $21M in funds from HSIP for Safe Routes to School.   

 Ongoing Statewide Transportation Needs Assessment work group is attempting to resolve and prioritize the 
infrastructure need for the next ten years.  The California Transportation Commission’s (CTC) Needs Assessment 
2011 report included only $4.5B for bike/ped funding for a $500B system-wide budget (less than 1 percent).  
Based on recently adopted RTPs, we estimate the need for bike/ped should be at least $18B, and recommend 
that the CTC amend the 2011 report. 

 Two coalitions have put forward proposals for transportation spending of Cap and Trade funds.  BTH mentioned 
that Cap and Trade dollars should increase funding for the ATA. 

Timeline for California campaign 
January 10 – Governor’s Budget released with general proposal for ATA and Cap and Trade 
January – Assembly Speaker’s Office is likely to propose MAP-21 implementation legislation and legislative 

subcommittees on transportation will be selected - Assembly Subcommittee 3 and Senate Subcommittee 2; it is 
unclear as to if the MAP-21 bill will be a separate process from the Governor’s budget or one that is combined 

January – SRTSNP will issue an action alert and/or host another call 
February 1 – Specific language on policy changes attached to budget as a transportation trailer bill 
February and March – Legislative subcommittee hearings with opportunities for public input, SRTSNP will keep 

stakeholders informed about providing comments to the subcommittees 
May – Governor’s budget revised; detailed work continues through June 30 
July 1 – Governor’s budget for fiscal year 2013-2014 is adopted 
August – End of legislative year, all bills must pass out of both houses 
October – Bills must be signed by the Governor  

http://saferoutescalifornia.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/bth_active-transportation_12_3_12-fin.pdf

