
 
 
 
AB 1194 – Safe Routes to School 
 
 

IN BRIEF 

This bill will require that the existing Safe 
Routes to School Program be funded by an 
annual appropriation in the budget act of not 
less than $46,000,000 and transfer authority of 
the program to the California Transportation 
Commission, at the discretion of the 
Transportation Agency.  
 
THE ISSUE 

Safe Routes to School is a community-based 
program that provides funding for 
infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects 
as well as public engagement, planning and 
educational activities – all of which promote 
safety. The program is administered by the 
California Department of Transportation, in 
consultation with the California Highway 
Patrol. Due to recent state department 
structural changes, the California Department 
of Transportation will become the California 
Transportation Commission. This will cause 
Safe Routes to School funding to be 
consolidated into a group fund of existing 
programs, meaning the loss of the program’s 
effectiveness in communities throughout the 
state.  
 
THE SOLUTION 

AB 1194 would require the Safe Routes to 
School Program to be funded an annual 
appropriation of no less than $46,000,000. 
This funding will consist of federal and state 
transportation funds eligible to be expended 
for this purpose. The authorization and 
responsibility of selecting projects and 
awarding grants will transfer from the 
California Department of Transportation to 
the California Transportation Commission.  
 

BACKGROUND 

The California Department of Transportation 
was the first Department of Transportation in 
the nation to launch Safe Routes to School by 
state legislation in 1999 and expanded in 2005 
by federal legislation. Since the program’s 
inception, goals of reducing injuries and 
fatalities and increasing mode share for 
walking and bicycling has been accomplished 
through infrastructure improvements and 
community based planning and outreach 
activities.  
 
Safe Routes to School has proven to be an 
effective program focused on infrastructure 
improvements around schools, such as 
sidewalks and pathways to promote children 
walking to school, as well as non-
infrastructure activities, such as organized 
National Walk-Day to promote alternatives to 
driving. Education, law enforcement, 
community engagement, public health and 
planning are ongoing topics of this 
independent state-wide program. The Safe 
Routes to School Program has enjoyed 
widespread support by the Legislature, local 
municipalities, schools and other stakeholders 
because of the focus on community, children, 
schools, and equity for lower-income 
communities. California Department of 
Transportation has provided effective and 
efficient statewide management of the 
program, showing safety benefits of up to 49 
percent. 
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