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MTA is undergoing an unprecedented investment in Los Angeles County’s 
transportation system, including rapid expansion of fixed-guideway transit and 
modernization of our freeway system through the implementation of Measure 
R projects. 
 
A primary policy principle to emphasize during this implementation is the 
creation of complete streets that foster active transportation, particularly near 
our transit stations. 
 
Complete streets are streets designed and operated to enable safe, 
attractive, and comfortable transportation for all, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorists, and public transportation users of all ages and abilities. 
 
According to the 2009 National Household Transportation Survey, 19% of the 
trips in Los Angeles County are on foot or bicycle, and yet currently 1% of 
funding from MTA goes to pedestrian or bicycle projects. 
 
As MTA continues to expand and modernize our transit system, incorporating 
facilities that promote pedestrian and bicycle transportation will maximize the 
return on taxpayer investment.  
 
This is particularly important when addressing the need for first-mile and last-
mile connections to transit. 

 
In the 2013 Call for Projects cycle, the two categories that received the most 
applications were Bikeway Improvements and Pedestrian Improvements.  
 
Projects devoted to these types of improvements have been proven by the 
Policy Economy Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts to 
create more jobs per dollar invested than all other transportation 
infrastructure projects.  
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I THEREFORE MOVE that the MTA Board direct the CEO to approve the 
following and report back no later than the April 2013 Board cycle: 
 
1. Report back on the quality of active transportation projects submitted in 

the 2013 Call, with a recommendation for funding marks based on 
determined quality for the 2013 funding cycle. 

 
2. Prepare a report on the current state of all Call for Projects funding 

cycles, including a measure of effectiveness of each modal category and 
levels of funding, and work with stakeholders to make recommendations 
for what should be adjusted for the 2015 Call for Project cycle. 

 
3. Consider including a “complete streets” modal category in the 2015 Call 

for Projects cycle, or adjusting scoring criteria to give greater weight to 
projects that integrate all modes of transportation and foster complete 
streets. 

 
4. Report back on how each MTA transit corridor project currently in design 

or under construction is working with cities to incorporate robust bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements to facilitate first mile / last mile transit 
access. 

 
5. Report back on MTA’s existing project initiation checklist for major capital 

projects and analyze best practices to include any additional active 
transportation elements. 

 
6. Evaluate and propose changes to MTA’s current design criteria to make it 

easier to incorporate stair channels or ramps so that bicyclists can wheel 
their bikes safely up and down staircases. 

 
7. Work with cities across Los Angeles County to collect mode-split, 

economic, safety, and other relevant data to further justify the need for 
active transportation projects and demonstrate before and after results. 

 
8. Look at reductions in station area parking to fund active transportation 

linkages and infrastructure around MTA stations. 
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