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AB 1532 – Hit-and-run: License Suspension 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 

This legislation would create Section 20002.5 in the 
Vehicle Code. This new section would mandate that a 
person found guilty of a misdemeanor hit-and-run in 
which a person has been hit shall lose his or her driver’s 
license for six months. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Hit-and-run accidents have received little media 
attention over the years, but they have run rampant in 
cities like Los Angeles. A recent investigation by L.A. 
Weekly found that nearly 20,000 hit-and-run crashes – 
everything from fender benders to multiple fatalities – 
are recorded annually by the Los Angeles Police 
Department. These incidents made up an astonishing 48 
percent of all vehicle crashes in 2009, compared to an 
average rate of just 11 percent nationwide. 
 

There are two categories of hit-and-run charges that a 
prosecutor may pursue based upon the outcome of the 
accident. The first, hit-and-run resulting in death or 
bodily injury is a felony offense that results in the 
immediate revocation of driving privileges for a year and 
the possibility of significant fines and up to four years in 
state prison. The second, hit-and-run: property damage, 
is a misdemeanor offense that results in fines but allows 
for an individual to retain his or her driving privileges 
after prosecution. 
 

Unfortunately, the two categories of hit-and-run charges 
that prosecutors may pursue fails to acknowledge 
instances in which a hit-and-run has been committed, 
someone has been struck, and the person struck suffers 
injuries that are not as grave as “death” or “permanent, 
serious injury.” Although the offense that the driver 
committed is more serious than property damage, many 
prosecutors decide to pursue the latter charge because 
the injuries are minor. This creates a situation in which a 
person guilty of striking and injuring a pedestrian 
walking to school or a cyclist commuting to work and 
leaving the victim without checking to see if he or she is 
OK can retain personal driving privileges. 
 
 

 
AB 1532 will force more drivers to take 
responsibility for striking another person with their 
vehicle. It will create a new category of hit-and-run 
that is in between the most severe instances, in 
which people are killed or maimed, and the hit-
and-run: property damage charge, which is often a 
slap on the wrist. This measure would provide that, 
in the case of the latter, the driver lose his or her 
driver’s license for six months upon being found 
guilty. 
 

This bill will provide justice for those victims of hit-
and-run whose perpetrators often get off with 
little or no punishment for no reason other than 
that the victim’s injuries were not deemed serious 
enough. The fact remains that a person was struck, 
major injury or not. A driver should ALWAYS stop 
upon striking another person with their vehicle, if 
for no other reason than to determine the extent 
of injuries suffered. 
 

WHAT THE BILL DOES 
 

The measure would require an automatic six 
month driver’s license suspension in cases where a 
driver hits a person with their vehicle but is only 
charged with hit-and-run: property damage 
because the victim suffered minimal to no injuries 
at all. AB 1532 sends the clear message that if you 
hit another human being with your vehicle, then 
you must stop. Period. And if you don’t, you will 
lose your license. 
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