
 

 
 
 

DATE: April 4, 2012 

TO: Regional Council 

FROM: 
 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, (213) 236-1944, ikhrata@scag.ca.gov 
 

SUBJECT: Implementation Actions: Post Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (RTP/SCS) Adoption   

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  That the Regional Council approve and direct staff to proceed with follow-
up actions as part of the implementation of the 2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) as the necessary revenues are identified.  Specifically, these follow-up 
actions are reflected in the attached document from Move LA and several public health and active 
transportation organizations.  The Policy Committees, at its joint meeting held on March 21, 2012, reviewed 
the attached follow-up actions and recommended that the Regional Council approve staff working with the 
affected Policy Committees regarding these actions on post-adoption of the RTP/SCS. Should additional 
revenues be identified, staff would return to the Regional Council for consideration of amendments to the 
2012-2035 RTP/SCS as appropriate. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   
In March 2012, Move LA along with groups representing public health and active transportation 
interests (including the American Lung Association of California, Safe Routes to School Partnership and 
the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition) presented recommendations related to the 2012-2035 
RTP/SCS to the RTP Subcommittee.  These recommendations were presented to the Policy Committees 
on March 21, 2012, who recommended that the Regional Council approve and direct staff to work with 
the SCAG Policy Committees, proceed with the follow-up recommendations as the necessary revenue are 
identified, and return to the Regional Council with potential amendments to the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS as 
appropriate.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: This item supports SCAG’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1:Improve Regional Decision 
Making by Providing Leadership and Consensus Building on Key Plans and Policies; Objective c: Provide 
practical solutions for moving new ideas forward. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Throughout the RTP/SCS process, several organizations have  supported SCAG’s sustainability and active 
transportation planning efforts and encouraged staff to recommend additional investments should funding 
become available.  These organizations include Move LA and public health and active transportation groups 
including the American Lung Association of California, Safe Routes to School Partnership and the Los 
Angeles County Bicycle Coalition.  As SCAG moves into the implementation of the RTP/SCS, these 
organizations have put together action steps which they requested the Regional Council consider for 
approval (see attached document.)     
 
On March 21, 2012, the Policy Committees reviewed these action steps and found them worthwhile to 
pursue post-adoption of the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS should additional revenues be identified.   
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As such, it was recommended that the Regional Council approve the action steps and direct staff to proceed 
with the recommendations outlined in Move LA’s document (see attached document) and to return in the 
future with amendments to the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS and/or SCAG’s Overall Work Program (OWP) 
addressing these recommendations as the necessary revenue are identified.  As part of the Policy 
Committees’ action, they also recommended that staff consider working with existing Policy Committees, 
establishing additional subcommittees of the Policy Committees if necessary, review the approved OWP for 
additional opportunities to incorporate the proposed follow-up actions, and review ways to reduce the costs 
of impacts.  
  
ATTACHMENT:   
Move LA document 
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The following recommendations reflect the shared judgment of Move LA and several of our partners in 
evaluating the 2012 RTP/SCS.  The 2012 SCS is a visionary, highly commendable plan with significant 
achievements.  We urge it’s adoption by the Regional Council.  Looking forward, there are important issues that 
need your ongoing attention to improve the evaluation of this plan and the performance of future plans. 
 

Recommendations with respect to enhancing investments in Regionally Significant Systems  
(prepared by Move LA): 
We urge the SCAG Regional Council to direct SCAG staff to initiate a process to: 
1) Identify New Revenue Sources to Invest in Regionally Significant Systems 

Identify and evaluate potential new sources of revenue which can provide core funding for investments in 
regionally significant transportation systems including an expanded Compass Blueprint Sustainable 
Communities planning grant program;  an enhanced Metrolink commuter rail system with interconnected 
transit and active transportation systems;  a clean regional goods movement system.     

2) Expand Compass Blueprint Program Regionally 
As revenue is identified, include within the 2012 Constrained Plan an expanded Compass Blueprint 
Sustainable Communities planning grant program of at least $5 M per year to reward local governments who 
plan for growth consistent with the SCS.   Include within this expanded Compass Blueprint program an 
emphasis on projects that enhance connectivity to transit systems as well as active transportation 
investments.  

3) Enhance Metrolink System Regional Capacity, Efficiency and Connectivity 
As revenue  is identified, include within the 2012 Constrained Plan of the RTP enhanced investments in the 
Metrolink commuter rail system and interconnected regional transit and active transportation systems, 
including: 
a) Investments in the Metrolink commuter rail system to double of ridership by 2020 and double again by 

2035;  
b) Investments to make a planned transition to an all-electric Metrolink system capable of providing 

expanded express service and high-speed near zero-emission service (up to 110 mph) in all feasible 
corridors; 

c) Investments to enable Metrolink connections to nearby regional commercial airports, including Ontario 
and Burbank and other commercial airports; 

d) Investments in regional Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) systems and bus service that have been planned by CTCs 
to connect to the Metrolink and that are ready for early implementation; 

e) Investments in “first-mile-last mile” bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure that will facilitate safe access to 
Metrolink station areas and its feeder transit systems. 

    

4) Enhance Clean Goods Movement Investments 
As revenue  is identified, select at least $10 billion of priority investments that will enhance the efficacy and 
efficiency of Southern California’s goods movement system while improving air quality, especially for 
disadvantaged communities most adversely affected by diesel emissions.   Prioritize improvements which 
enable development or deployment of zero or near-zero emission systems.    
a) Develop a proposal for an appropriate regional leadership and decision making structure to plan and 

direct these investments.   
b) Leverage public investments to ensure significant private investments in environmentally and 

operationally compatible goods movement infrastructure. 
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Recommendations for improving the assessment of the RTP/SCS by enhancing Health and Equity Performance 
Measures (prepared initially by the American Lung Association of California): 
  

We urge the SCAG Regional Council to direct SCAG staff to: 

1) Develop and track robust and meaningful health and equity performance measures to better understand 
health outcomes from implementation of the SCS: 
a) Incorporate enhanced tracking of chronic disease outcomes, such as asthma incidence and exacerbation, 

heart disease, stroke and diabetes.  
b) Include an expanded analysis of traffic pollution impacts to include areas with housing within 1,000 feet of 

high-volume road ways.  
c) Monitor and report on the outcomes and impacts as well as possible mitigation strategies. 

2) Incorporate into the activities of the Environmental Stakeholder working group the task of reviewing the 
progress and results of tracking health and equity performance measures and reporting results to the Energy 
and Environment Committee.  

 
Recommendations for enhancing the regional role and investments in Active Transportation (prepared initially 
by Safe Routes to School Partnership and Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition):  
 
We urge the SCAG Regional Council to: 
 

1) Broaden SCAG’s role as a provider of technical assistance in regional and local planning efforts for active 
transportation through three distinct planning projects:  

 

a) Active Transportation Strategic Funding Plan:  
To identify current and additional sources of local, regional and state sources of funding for active 
transportation, including both bicycle and pedestrian systems, to enable accelerated implementation of 
active transportation projects throughout the SCAG region. 

b) Regional Complete Streets Plan:  
To outline policies that ensure that all highway and roadway projects are safe for all users and to set a 
policy framework to prioritize complete streets projects in the 2016 RTP; and, 
To encourage County Transportation Commissions and local governments to implement complete streets 
in highway and roadway projects. 

c) Regional Safe Routes to School Plan:  
To provide a regional strategy to make walking and bicycling to and from school safer by expanding on 
existing regional efforts, identifying opportunities for a dedicated regional Safe Routes to School funding 
source, developing a School Siting Policy and a Joint Use Policy to be included in the 2016 Sustainable 
Communities Strategy. 

 
2) In developing these plans SCAG should convene representatives from cities, counties, councils of 

governments, public health and other stakeholders and provide additional technical assistance in the form of 
planning, data collection and modeling.   These plans should be prepared for timely inclusion in the 2016 
RTP/SCS.  SCAG should amend its Overall Work Program (OWP) to include the costs of these plans.   
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