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December 9, 2016 
 
Linda Irokawa-Otani, Regulations Coordinator 
Brian Leahy, Director 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 
Emails: dpr16004@cdpr.ca.gov, brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov  
 
 
RE: Draft regulations for pesticide use near schools 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed regulation for 
pesticide usage near schools. Safe Routes to School National Partnership (the Partnership) and 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability (Leadership Counsel) work together on 
policies that uplift safe walking and bicycling to and from schools and foster the creation of 
livable, sustainable communities. As advocates for livable and sustainable communities, we are 
deeply concerned about communities who disportionately experience health disparities as a 
result of living in close proximity to agricultural industries.  

The Partnership and Leadership Counsel work in Riverside County, where agricultural 
industries are a major economic stimulator. Many of the communities within the Eastern 
Coachella Valley, including Thermal and Mecca also work and go to school near agricultural 
hubs. We are concerned that DPR’s draft on pesticide regulation does not adequately protect 
students and school staff. Consequently, we recommend longer, 24-hour buffer zones to 
protect students in class as well as students walking to and from school. In this letter, we will 
address local pesticide impacts on Eastern Coachella Valley residents and provide three 
recommendations to make DPR’s policy stronger and more effective. 

 
The health impact of pesticide drift on Coachella Valley Residents 

 
Eastern Coachella Valley residents have experienced health disparities as a result of 

historical environmental degradation within the area.  Agricultural industries and their use of 
pesticides are directly responsible for residue leading to serious health issues. A study from the 
University of California Los Angeles found that pesticides used in California agriculture can 
cause serious health issues and are linked to causing cancer. Furthermore, if these pesticides 
interact, they can become even more toxic to those who are exposed to them [i]. Pesticide drift 
into nearby neighborhoods and schools is a major concern. Especially for the Eastern Coachella 
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Valley students who walk to and from school, exposure to pesticide drift is an immediate threat 
to their health.   

In October 2016, the Desert Sun reported that the Agricultural Commissioner’s office 
held Amazing Coachella [ii], INC responsible for pesticide drift that resulted in illness among the 
students and staff of Coachella Valley High School. According to CalEnviroScreen 2.0, the 
Coachella Valley High School in Thermal has a score of 76-80%, putting the area within the top 
25% disadvantage community designations.  Additionally, the census tract area of the school 
contains a pesticide score of 96 out of 100 [iii].  

 

Recommendations for Draft Regulation 
In order to protect vulnerable communities such as children, we need stronger and 

more effective regulations on pesticide use. We are concerned that the current draft does not 
adequately address the safety of the students or administrators of schools. Instead, we support 
the following policy recommendations:  

 
1. 24 hour, 1-Mile protection zones for school sites near pesticide application sites: 

DPR should use longer buffer zones between areas of pesticide application and 
location/proximity of public and private schools. The current draft regulation calls 
for ¼ mile buffer zones, which does not effectively protect students. We support 1-
mile protection zones that are in effect 24 hours per day, as it effectively protects 
students in classrooms as well as the many students that walk to and from school. 
We are concerned for many Coachella Valley students who must rely on active 
transportation methods, such as walking or biking to get to school. Exposure to 
pesticide drift for students who walk and bike within a ¼ buffer zone is an 
immediate threat to their health. 
 

2. Outreach and Engagement to Spanish-Speaking residents: DPR needs to continue 
outreach and engagement with community members on the public health threats in 
their community caused by pesticide use. Coachella Valley High School’s census tract 
reported Latino populations made up 93% of the area. Furthermore, 
CalEnviroScreen showed the census tract had a high level of linguistic isolation, 
calculated at 92%. It is critical that public health information be made available and 
outreach is culturally competent to the surrounding residents. We suggest 
continuing to work with Respira Sano and other community based organizations 
such as Leadership Counsel and the Partnership. Outreach and engagement from 
Coachella Valley residents is critical to helping shape policies that can better serve 
the community it directly impacts. 

 
3. DPR must invest in methods to transition to safer pest management: DPR’s current 

methods of pest management on crop agriculture are not sustainable for the natural 
environment or the community. High toxicity and airborne pesticides pose a threat 
to farmers and nearby community members at any proximity. DPR can lead the way 
by supporting industries with incentives to phase out toxic pesticides for more 
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sustainable organic methods and stronger regulate toxic pest management 
applications.  

 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide comment. We also look forward to building a 
partnership to work together locally and statewide on issues of the environment and safety.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Demi Espinoza, 
Southern California Regional Policy Manager 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership 
 
Mariela Magana, 
Policy Advocate 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability    
 
 
[i] UCLA Newsroom, February 2016  
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/pesticide-mixtures-may-increase-health-risks-but-are-still-unregulated-by-california-ucla-
report-says 
 
[ii] Desert Sun, May 2016, Grower Fined After Pesticides Make Valley Students Sick 
http://www.desertsun.com/story/news/education/2016/05/25/grower-fined-after-pesticides-make-valley-students-
sick/84912140/ 
 
[iii] CalEnviroScreen 2.0 
http://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/maps-data 
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